
 

 

 
City of Aztec 

Ordinance 2012-429 
 

Amending Chapter 20 Signs, Article VI. Nonconforming Signs  
 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 20, Signs, was last revised in 2012; and   
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 20, Signs, defines Landmark Signs but does not address the application of 

Landmark Sign status in Article VI; and 
 
WHEREAS,  it is the intent of the Community Development Department to encourage sound 

sign design, regulation and fees appropriate to the scale of sign development in 
the City of Aztec;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the City of Aztec, New Mexico 

that Chapter 20, Article VI. Nonconforming Signs, has been amended as follows: 
 

 
ARTICLE VI. NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

 
Sec. 20-6-1. General Provisions. 
 
1. Nonconforming signs shall be maintained in good condition pursuant to Section 20-5-3. 

 
2. A nonconforming sign shall not be altered, modified or reconstructed except: 

 
1) When such alteration, modification or reconstruction would bring such sign into 

conformity with these regulations; 
 

2) When the existing use has new ownership which results in a change in the name or logo 
of the use or business on the property, and such change complies with subsection “4” 
below; 
 

3) When the space is re-occupied by a similar use and the new occupant requires no 
external building or site renovation, and such change complies with subsection “4” 
below; 
 

4) Any alteration, modification or reconstruction permitted in this section shall be limited to 
the replacement of a sign panel, replacing individual letters and logos within the same 
area or repainting a sign face, and does not permit changes to the structure, framing, 
erection or relocation of the sign unless such changes conform to subsection “1” above. 

 
 
Sec. 20-6-2. Limitations for Non-Conforming Signs. 
 



 

 

1. With the exception of Landmark Signs (see Sec. 20-6-3), a nonconforming sign shall be 
removed upon verification that any of the following conditions have been met: 

 
1) The use to which such non-conforming sign refers has been abandoned for more than 

180 consecutive days; or 
 
2) The regulation or amendment to these regulations which made the sign non-conforming 

has been in effect for ten (10) years or more. 
 

2. Extension of time to comply: The dates established in this Section for a sign to be brought 
into compliance with the requirements of these regulations may be extended at the request 
of the sign owner or lessee. In evaluating the extension of time for a nonconforming sign, 
the City may request additional information and documents from the property owner and 
shall consider the following factors to determine whether the owner of the sign has had a 
reasonable amount of time to recoup the initial investment: 

 
1) The value of the sign at the time of construction and the length of time the sign has been 

in place; 
 

2) The life expectancy of the original investment in the sign and its salvage value, if any; 
 
3) The amount of depreciation and/or amortization of the sign already claimed for tax or 

accounting purposes; 
 
4) The length of the current tenant lease or expected occupancy compared to the date the 

sign is to be brought into compliance; 
 
5) The extent to which the sign is not in compliance with the requirements of these 

regulations; and 
 
6) The degree to which the City determines that the sign is consistent with the purposes of 

these regulations. 
 

3. Once a sign is altered to conform or is replaced with a conforming sign, the nonconforming 
rights for that sign are lost and a nonconforming sign may not be re-established. 

 
Sec. 20-6-3. Landmark Signs 
 
1. Landmark Signs designated by federal, state or local government as having artistic or 

historic significance shall have perpetual nonconforming status and shall have no 
requirements for removal unless federal, state or local government authorities rescind a 
sign's Landmark designation.  For the purposes of this code, Landmark signs shall be 
designated by the City Commission via Resolution. 

 
2. Landmark Signs are still required to adhere to Sec. 20-5-3 Maintenance Standards and may 

be subject to removal under Sec. 20-2-3 (4). 



 

 

 
3. Landmark Signs shall not be included in calculations determining maximum permissible sign 

area for lots or developments. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, SIGNED AND ADOPTED THIS ____ day of _________, 2013 
 
By the Aztec City Commission, City of Aztec, New Mexico. 
 

__________________________________ 
Mayor Sally Burbridge 

ATTEST: 
____________________________________ 
Karla Sayler, City Clerk 
 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
____________________________________ 
Larry T. Thrower, City Attorney  
 
 
ADVERTISED DATE OF FINAL ADOPTION: __________________________ 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE:             __________________________ 

 
 

 


