





Find Savings in Every Room

Find energy savings before you even step
inside. Change your outside lights to energy-saving CFL
or LED lamps. Add a photo sensor, and the light will au-
tomatically come on to welcome you after dark.

n summer, block direct sunlight using
screens, film, blinds, or outdoor awnings, vines, and
trees. In winter, reverse your thinking, and let the sun-
shine in for free heat.

According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Energy Star program, you can
raise summer air-conditioner settings by three to five
degrees with no loss of comfort if you use ceiling fans.
Remember to turn the fans off when you leave the room.

A typical home has a half mile of cracks and
gaps around windows, doors, and edges where walls
and floors meet! You can purchase supplies from your
local home store to fix this problem. Don’t miss the gap
around the door or panel that leads to your attic. Fix it
with foam weather-stripping.

Close the damper when the fire is out.
Leaving the damper open when the fire is extinguished
can draw out conditioned air and increase energy bills by
15% or more.

Save energy and water by scraping
dishes instead of rinsing before loading them in the dish-
washer. Run the dishwasher with a full load, and use the
air-dry option if available.

f you have an old refrigerator or freezer
that you barely use, unplug it. Old appliances can add up
to 15% to your electric billl Save energy with your work-
ing fridge — keep the condenser coils clean, place itin a
well-ventilated spot, and keep it full but not overioaded.

Try to wash most clothes in cold
water and always rinse cold. You may save hundreds of
dollars on water heating each year. Try to dry clothes on
a cooler setting, too. And, keep that lint trap clean.






Understand Your Energy Use

These energy savings are not as apparent as they might
be, because homes built after 2000 are 30% bigger

than older houses, and the number of energy-using
appliances and gizmos inside homes has boomed. But,
thanks to energy efficiency, the average home today uses
just two percent more than homes built before 2000.
And, you can take steps to be even more energy efficient.

Your heating and cooling energy use will differ
somewhat, based on where you live. The chart on page
five shows all household energy use, which is likely to
include electricity plus natural gas, fuel oil, propane, or
some other fuel. In electricity use, home electronics is the
fastest growing category, with computers alone using an
estimated three percent of home electricity.

You can make simple energy improvements easily. If you
have more complicated questions or don’t know where

to begin, a home energy audit or check-up may provide
answers.

You may complete your own energy audit with an online
interactive tool — found on several utility, nonprofit, or
government agency websites. All you need is a note-
book, access 1o your old utility bills, a tape measure, and
maybe safety glasses and a screwdriver.

There are a few limitations to the do-it-yourself approach,
however. For example, you probably do not have the
special equipment that professional home energy audi-
tors have. These auditors are trained to solve mysterious
and often costly energy problems and to set you up for a
successful home improvement project. The list on page 5
explains popular energy audit options.
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